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CHAPTER II.

THE HEIGHT   OF  NEBUCHADREZZAR.

WHEN Nebuchadrezzar stood at the borders of
Egypt and a messenger advised him of his father's
death in far-away Babylonia, a crisis had come in
the history of a new empire. But for that death
Nebuchadrezzar would almost certainly have add-
ed Egypt to his laurels, and that were a thrilling
possibility. But a danger fully as stirring lay also
before him. If he had failed to reach Babylonia
before the discordant elements in the new world
empire were able to gather unity and force, all that
his father had built might readily be destroyed.
The day cried for a man of decision and of quick
movement.

Nebuchadrezzar reached Babylon from the bor-
ders of Egypt in season to prevent any outbreak
in favor of a usurper, if any such were intended.
He was received as king of Babylon without a
sign of any trouble. So began one of the longest
and most brilliant reigns (604-562 B. C.) of hu-
man history. Nebuchadrezzar has not left the
world without written witnesses of his great deeds.
la his inscriptions, however, he follows the com-
mon Babylonian custom of omitting all reference to
wars, sieges, campaigns, and battles. Only in a very